
A child born on the territory of the Republic of Poland receives a Polish birth certifi cate. 
He or she must be reported to the registry off ice (Urząd Stanu Cywilnego, USC) 
appropriate to the place of birth - regionalisation applies. The off ice will register the 
child’s birth and provide the parents with the child’s Civil Registration Number (PESEL), 
if at least one parent has such a number. 

When to report the birth of a child?

Within 21 days (3 weeks) of receiving the birth certifi cate, which is issued by the person 
delivering the baby (e.g., a doctor or midwife/nurse) and then (after 3 days at the latest) 
forwarded to the competent authority. Usually, before leaving the hospital, each mother 
will receive an invitation with the date of the visit and the address of the USC where the 
newborn should be registered.
If you do not report the birth of your child to the USC within 21 days, the head of the 
off ice will choose a name for your child himself/herself and register his/her birth.

Registration of a foreign 
child born in Poland
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Who shall submit such an application?

The mother or father of the newborn who is at least 16 years old and has full legal 
capacity. In other situations, this can be done by a legal representative (for example,  
a parent) or the mother’s guardian.

What documents do you need to prepare?
•	an identity document (ID card or passport),
•	 if you are handling the matter by a representative - prepare a power of attorney/

authorisation.

Foreigners who have married outside Poland present the original copy of the 
marriage certificate together with its sworn Polish translation when registering  
a child. Regardless of the marital status of foreign parents, in order for the child’s birth 
certificate to contain all the required data, it is necessary to present the parents’ birth 
certificates together with their sworn translation. An incomplete certificate can be 
completed in the future, but this involves a stamp duty.
 
The father of the child should make a prior declaration of paternity if he is not the 
husband of the child’s mother. Only then can the head of the registry office accept 
the birth declaration from the father and enter his data in the birth certificate. Such a 
declaration may be made by the father before:
•	the head of any registry office,
•	a consul of the Republic of Poland (if one of the parents has Polish citizenship)
•	a court.
For the declaration to be valid, the child’s mother should confirm it within 3 months, 
counting from the date of submission of the documents by the father. Otherwise, for 
the acknowledgement of a child born out of wedlock (non-matrimonial), both parents 
must be present (identity documents and birth certificates of both parents translated 
into Polish will be required - for inspection). 



How does the registration process work? 

1.	 The head of the USC will prepare a protocol which will include the details of the child 
and the parents. It will be signed by you and the head of the USC.

2.	Based on your application and birth certificate, the official will prepare a birth 
certificate.

3.	The official will provide you with the following documents:
•	  one free of charge abridged copy of your child’s birth certificate (remember that 

you will need a full copy of your child’s birth certificate for the next steps: 
recognition of citizenship, legalisation of residence etc.),

•	notification of PESEL number (if the child has received one),
•	certificate of child registration (if the child has been registered).

4.	Issuing one abbreviated birth certificate and registering your child is free of charge.  
If you need more copies, you must pay for them.

Baby’s name

There is no formalised list of names you can give your child, but consider the following 
restrictions:
•	you cannot give your child more than 2 names,
•	the name cannot be ridiculous or obscene,
•	the name cannot be submitted in a diminutive form.

You can choose a foreign name or names. It can be a name that does not explicitly 
indicate gender but is commonly assigned to a particular gender.
If the names do not meet the requirements listed above, the head of the USC may refuse 
to accept such names and choose the child’s name himself/herself. You have  
14 days to appeal against the administrative decision to the voivode. Submit your 
appeal to the head of the USC who has made the decision.



Care provided by the community midwife/nurse

Every mother and newborn baby can and should, as part of their primary health 
care (PHC), benefi t from the services of a pre-selected community midwife (PHC 
midwife), who provides nursing obstetric and gynaecological care for women before 
and after birth, and care for newborn babies up to two months of age.

The fi rst, after birth visit by the community midwife takes place when mum and baby 
return home from hospital. While still in hospital, each mother must fi ll in a declaration 
and indicate the primary health care clinic to which she wishes to belong with her 
baby. The hospital sends the declaration and the child’s vaccination card to the 
chosen clinic. When you return home, all you have to do is call the clinic and make an 
appointment with the community midwife.

The fi rst, after birth visit by the community midwife should take place no later than 
48 hours after receipt of the notifi cation – it means information that mother and child 
are already at home. Please note that the fi rst, after birth visit is compulsory and 
should not be waived.

According to the National Health Fund (NFZ) regulations, the community midwife 
shall visit the baby and mother 4 to 6 times during the fi rst 6 weeks after birth. 

Safe Haven (Bezpieczna przystań)
Project is co-fi nanced by the National 
Programme - The Asylum, Migration 
and Integration Fund (AMIF).
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