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1. INTRODUCTION
This report is an outcome of research conducted between 1 December 2006 and 31 January
2007. It provides information and data on the access to Poland’s education system for
separated and unaccompanied children seeking asylum, as well as for refugee children, and
children granted complementary protection in the country. In addition to the question of
accessibility and availability of education, which will be examined by reviewing the legal
framework and implementation of national laws, the quality of education, including its
adaptability and acceptability, will be assessed against international standards. Along with a
statistical and literary review of relevant research and documentation, this report will provide
a qualitative overview of the right to quality education—as it affects children of concern to
UNHCR—and map the views of other relevant stakeholders.
Poland lacks a systematic response to educational challenges, based on the assumption that
this calls for a legal framework, methodological and educational guidance for schools and
teachers, the structure of the school system, availability of teaching materials, necessary
funding and a set of logistical models regulating the responses to the challenges linked to
alien children in the country.
This report, therefore, does not describe Poland’s “educational policy” towards refugee and
asylum-seeking children. It describes, instead, a situation where various state and non-state
actors start to build a common response to this challenge and sometimes begin to recognize
that a lack of access to quality education for asylum-seeking and refugee children is indeed an
issue in the country.
The school year 2006-2007 was the first year that asylum-seeking children began to go to
school in significant numbers in Poland. Hence, this research presents the unique situation of
a country that has only recently started to give refugee and asylum-seeking children access to
education and to start an interdisciplinary dialogue on this issue. Existing notions, such as the
exchange of school experiences, discussions among institutions providing asylum, social care
and education, and awareness of legal obligations relevant to the education of alien children,
have a very brief history in Poland.
It is important to note that, over the years, Poland has been seen as a transit country by an
overwhelming majority of asylum-seekers on their way to the west. The accession of Poland
to the European Union (EU) has had impact on this perception. While most asylum-seekers
do not—even now—see Poland as a destination country, more people settle there because
they have no other option. There are, of course, situations where refugees and asylum-seekers
do plan their future in Poland, though they still constitute a small minority. These perceptions
of Poland as a transit point by asylum-seekers and often by the authorities as well, combined
with EU restrictions on forward movements (in particular, by the provisions of the Dublin II
Regulation) have an important impact on policy makers’ decisions—including on education—
and also on those of refugees and asylum-seekers.
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Due to constraints of time, this report presents the opinions, views and experiences of selected
schools only. It is, therefore, likely that other good practices, or problems, in the country are
not included in the document.

1.1 Objectives
The main objective of this research has been to gather data on access to, and quality of,
education for refugee and asylum-seeking children in Poland. The research has also aimed at
analyzing the legal framework for the education of children of concern to UNHCR by
studying the administrative, geographic, economic and other obstacles preventing these
children from benefiting from an education, as well as by seeking opinions and comments
from stakeholders on how the current situation can be improved.
Many interlocutors have expressed the hope that this report would systematize available
information and help find solutions to the many urgent problems faced by alien children, and
by the schools.

1.2 Methodology
Written material focusing on the education of asylum-seeking and refugee children is scarce
in Poland. This may be due to the relatively short history—and limited scope—of these
children’s attendance in Polish schools. A few remarks on education appear in research
papers focusing on the integration of asylum-seekers and on the analysis of the children’s
legal status. For this reason, data for this research is based mainly on face-to-face interviews.
The research was guided by three questions:
• What is the legal and policy framework concerning the access of
children of concern to quality education at the national level, and
what are the policy and legal gaps as compared to international and
regional standards?
• What is the practical implementation of these laws and policies?
What are, in practice, the obstacles (including social, economic and
cultural) that children of concern encounter in accessing quality
education?
• What should be done to address these gaps in the legal framework
and policies and in their implementation? What are the good
practices that governments could build on and what
recommendations can be made to the different stakeholders?
In order to gather the necessary information, interviews were held with:
• asylum and migration authorities (Office for Repatriation and
Aliens/URIC);
• educational authorities (Ministry of National Education and
Sport/MENiS);
• school boards or authorities (Warsaw Kuratorium, the educational
supervisory body);
• social workers, including those working in reception centres;
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• the caretaker and manager of a children’s home hosting separated
asylum-seeking children;1
• refugee and asylum-seeking parents, children and youth;
• directors and teachers in Polish schools;
• a child psychotherapist and psychologist;
• language teachers working in reception centres;
• Polish pupils;
• NGO staff assisting refugees and asylum-seekers with their schooling
in Poland; and
• local authorities.
To gather data on the education accessible to asylum-seeking and refugee children in various
environments, five locations with reception facilities were selected for this study, including
Debak, Linin, Lublin, Moszna and Warsaw. Warsaw was selected because it is the capital,
where a majority of refugees reside and where most NGO activities are focused; Lublin
because it is a major city with a long history of hosting reception centres; Moszna because of
its suburban location; and Linin because it is an example of a Polish village.

1 Children’s home number 13, at Korotyńskiego Street, in Warsaw. At the time writing, this home hosted six
asylum-seekers—from Bangladesh, Chechnya and Somalia.

